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JAMES BENJAMIN ASWELL was born near Vernon,
Jackson Parish, La., December 23, 1869; attended the
public schools; was graduated from Peabody Normal
College, Nashville, Tenn., in 1892 and from the University
of Nashville in 1893; taught in the country schools and
high schools, and later attended Chicago University;
State institution conductor 1897-1900; president of the
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute 1900-1904; State Superin-
tendent of public education 1904-1908, and while serving
in that capacity reorganized the public-school system of
Louisiana; was elected chancellor of the University of
Mississippi at University in 1907, but declined to accept;
president of the Louisiana State Normal College at
Natchitoches 1908-1911; elected as a Democrat to the
Sixty-third and to the nine succeeding Congresses, and
served from March 4, 1913, until his death in Washington,
D. C., March 16, 1931; interment in Rock Creek Cemetery.
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TUESDAY, May 24, 1932.
Mr. RAINEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous

consent for the present consideration of a
resolution, which I send to the desk.
The Clerk read as follows:
Resolved, That on Wednesday, May 25, 1932, imme-

diately after the approval of the Journal, the House
shall stand at recess for the purpose of holding
memorial services as arranged by the Committee on
Memorials under the provisions of clause 40a of
Rule XI. The order of exercises and proceedings of
the service shall be printed in the Congressional
Record, and all Members shall be given the privilege
of extending their remarks in the Congressional Rec-
ord. At the conclusion of the proceedings the Speaker
shall call the House to order.

The resolution was agreed to.
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Other of exerriga

Prelude, sacred selections (11.30 to 12)—
United States Navy Band Orchestra

Presiding Officer—
The Speaker of the House of Representatives

Invocation__ The Chaplain, Dr. James Shera Montgomery

String quartette—Andante Cantabile (Tschaikowsky)
United States Navy Band Orchestra

Scripture reading and prayer The Chaplain

Roll of deceased Members—
The Clerk of the House of Representatives

Devotional silence

Tenor solo—There is no death (O'Hara) Ross Farrar
Robt. L. Feuerstein, Accompanist

Address Hon. Scott Leavitt

(Representative from the State of Montana)

Baritone solo—Farewell (Russell) Leonard Davis

Robt. L. Feuerstein, Accompanist

Address Hon. William B. Bankhead

(Representative from the State of Alabama)

Cornet solo—Abide with Me John Walker

United States Navy Band Orchestra

Benediction The Chaplain
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WEDNESDAY, May 25, 1932.

The Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Hon. John N. Garner, presided.

The Chaplain, Rev. James Shera Montgomery,
D. D., invoked the divine blessing:

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid,
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of Thy holy spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee
and worthily magnify Thy holy name. May the
words of our lips and the meditations of our hearts
be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, our strength and
our Redeemer. Amen.

The string quartette of the United States Navy
Band Orchestra rendered "Andante Cantabile," by
Tschaikowsky.

SCRIPTURE READING AND PRAYER

Scripture reading and prayer by the Chaplain,
Rev. James Shera Montgomery, D. D.

Almighty God, separated from the toils of the day
may this hour be a dedication. Make Thy Holy
Spirit a minister and a messenger of love and faith.
Our hearts are one; they express the sorrow of our
fellow countrymen. Do Thou remember those,
Blessed Lord, who are in the valley of affliction. In
Its hush and silence may they catch the floating notes
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wafted from the highlands of the upper world. Oh,
be the melody for the dirge, the sweetness for the
cup, and the strength for the weary. In our losses,
hear us, 0 most merciful Father. With us the joys
and the fellowships of time have been swept away.
The dreams of the past struggle for expression; but
as they are inspired from the passing scenes of life,
they can never be fulfilled. 0 God, we would share
again the changeless love of the unforgotten days.
In the ages to come, beyond the menace and the
mystery of mortality, we shall meet again—unafraid,
conscious that our souls are becoming vaster and
holier in the presence of the infinite God of man.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Three fishers went sailing out into the west—
Out into the west as the sun went down;

Each thought of the woman who loved him the best,
And the children stood watching them out of the town;

For men must work, and women must weep;
And there's little to earn, and many to keep,
Though the harbor bar be moaning.

Three wives sat up in the lighthouse tower,
And trimmed the lamps as the sun went down:

And they looked at the squall, and they looked at the
shower,

And the rack it came rolling up, ragged and brown;
But men must work, and women must weep,
Though storms be sudden, and waters deep,
And the harbor bar be moaning.

Three corpses lay out on the shining sands
In the morning gleam as the tide went down,

And the women are watching and wringing their hands,
For those who will never come back to the town;

For men must work, and women must weep—
And the sooner it's over, the sooner to sleep—
And good-by to the bar and its moaning.
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MEMORIAL SERVICES

As I stand by the cross on the lone mountain's crest
Looking toward the ultimate sea,

In the gloom of the mountain a ship lies at rest,
And one sails away from the lea.

One spreads its white sails on a far-reaching track,
With pennant and sheet flowing free,

One hides in the shadows with sails laid aback,
The ship that is waiting for me.

But, lo, in the distance the clouds break away;
The Gate's glowing portals I see;

And I hear from the outgoing ship in the bay
The song of the sailors in glee.

So I think of the luminous footsteps
That bore them o'er dark Galilee,

And I wait for the signal to go to the shore,
To the ship that is waiting for me.

Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within
me; bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul,
and forget not all His benefits: Who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who
redeemeth thy life from destruction: who crowneth
thee with loving kindness and tender mercies; who
satisfieth thy mouth with good things so that thy
youth is renewed like the eagle's. The Lord executeth
righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed.
He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto
the children of Israel. The Lord is merciful and
gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy. He
will not always chide; neither will He keep His anger
forever. He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor
rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as the
heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy
toward them that fear Him. As far as the east is
from the west, so far hath He removed our transgres-
sions from us. Like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He
knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are
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dust. As for man his days are as grass; as a flower
of the field so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth
over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall
know it no more. But the mercy of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him
and His righteousness unto children's children.
* * * Bless the Lord, 0 my soul.
Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God;

believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am there ye may be
also.

ROLL OF DECEASED MEMBERS

The reading clerk of the House, Mr. Patrick J.
Haltigan, read the roll of deceased Senators and
Representatives as follows:

DWIGHT WHITNEY MORROW, Senator from the State of
New Jersey.—Diplomat; lawyer; ambassador to Mex-
ico; delegate to the Pan American Conference, 1928;
delegate to the naval conference, London, England,
1930; member of various State commissions; chair-
man President's Aircraft Board, 1925; awarded dis-
tinguished-service medal 1919 by General Pershing;
elected a member of the United States Senate No-
vember 4, 1930. Died October 5, 1931.

THADDEUS H. CARAWAY, Senator from the State of Ar-
kansas.—Lawyer; prosecuting attorney for the sec-
ond judicial district of Arkansas; Member of the
House of Representatives, Sixty-third, Sixty-fourth,
Sixty-fifth, and Sixty-sixth Congresses; twice elected
to the United States Senate. Died November 6, 1931.
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WILLIAM JULIUS HARRIS, Senator from the State of
Georgia.—Banker; member of State senate in 1911
and 1912; chairman Democratic State Committee in
1912 and 1913; Director of the United States Census
Bureau; Acting Secretary of the Department of Com-
merce and Chairman of Federal Trade Commission;
elected to the United States Senate for three terms.
Died April 18, 1932.

HENRY ALLEN COOPER, Representative from the First Con-
gressional District of Wisconsin.—District attorney;
State senator; delegate to the Republican National
Convention, 1884, 1908, and 1924; Member of the
Fifty-third and the twelve succeeding Congresses;
reelected to the Sixty-seventh and each succeeding
Congress. Died March 1, 1931.

JAMES BENJAMIN ASWELL, Representative from the Eighth
Congressional District of Louisiana.—School-teacher;
State institution conductor; president of the Louisi-
ana Polytechnic Institute; State superintendent of
education; president Louisiana State Normal College;
Member of the Sixty-third and each succeeding Con-
gress. Died March 16, 1931.

NICHOLAS LONGWORTH, Representative from the First
Congressional District of Ohio.—Member of the board

of education of Cincinnati; State representative;
State senator; Member of the Fifty-eighth, Fifty-
ninth, Sixty-first, and Sixty-second Congresses and

of the Sixty-fourth and each succeeding Congress;

majority floor leader; three times elected Speaker of

the House of Representatives. Died April 9, 1931.

MATTHEW VINCENT O'MALLEY, Representative from the

Seventh Congressional District of New York.—Busi-

ness man; member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce;

Member of the Seventy-second Congress. Died May

26, 1931.
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JAMES B. ASWELL

CHARLES ANTHONY MOONEY, Representative from the
Twentieth Congressional District of Ohio.—Insurance
broker; member of the State senate; delegate to the
Democratic National Convention in 1920 and 1924;
Member of the Sixty-sixth, Sixty-eighth, Sixty-ninth,
Seventieth, and Seventy-first Congresses. Died May
29, 1931.

GEORGE SCOTT GRAHAM, Representative from the Second
Congressional District of Pennsylvania.—Lawyer;
member of the City Council of Philadelphia; district
attorney; professor of criminal law in the University
of Pennsylvania; delegate to the Republican National
Convention 1892 and 1924; Member of the Sixty-third
and each succeeding Congress; chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. Died July 4, 1931.

CHARLES GORDON EDWARDS, Representative from the First
Congressional District of Georgia.—Farmer; lawyer;
member State militia; president of the Savannah
Board of Trade; member of the Savannah Harbor
Commission; Member of the Sixtieth and the four
succeeding Congresses; also Sixty-ninth and each
succeeding Congress. Died July 13, 1931.

BIRD J. VINCENT, Representative from the Eighth Con-
gressional District of Michigan.—Lawyer; assistant
prosecuting attorney of Saginaw County; prosecut-
ing attorney; served 10 months in France during
World War as first lieutenant of the Sixth Train
Headquarters and in the Three hundred and second
Train Headquarters; city attorney of Saginaw; Mem-
ber of the Sixty-eighth and each succeeding Congress.
Died July 18, 1931.

SAMUEL COLLIER MAJOR, Representative from the Seventh
Congressional District of Missouri.—Lawyer; prose-
cuting attorney; State senator; Member of the
Sixty-sixth, Sixty-eighth, Sixty-ninth, Seventieth, and
Seventy-second Congresses. Died July 28, 1931.
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ERNEST ROBINSON ACKERMAN, Representative from the
Fifth Congressional District of New Jersey.—Manu-
facturer; member of the Common Council of Plain-
field; presidential elector; State senator; president of
the State senate; delegate Republican National Con-
vention in 1908 and 1916; member board of trustees
of Rutgers College and the State board of education;
Member of the Sixty-sixth and each succeeding Con-
gress. Died October 18, 1931.

FLETCHER HALE, Representative from the First Congres-
sional District of New Hampshire.—City solicitor of
Laconia; solicitor of Belknap County; lawyer; chair-
man board of education; delegate to State constitu-
tional convention; State tax commissioner; Member
of the Sixty-ninth and each succeeding Congress.
Died October 22, 1931.

HARRY MCLEARY WURZBACH, Representative from the Four-
teenth Congressional District of Texas.—Recruited
and served as private in Company F, First Regiment
Texas Volunteer Infantry, Spanish-American War;
lawyer; prosecuting attorney and judge of Guada-
lupe County; delegate at large from Texas to the
Republican National Convention, 1924; Member of
the Sixty-seventh and each succeeding Congress.
Died November 6, 1931.

PERCY EDWARDS QuIN, Representative from the Seventh
Congressional District of Mississippi.—School-teacher;
lawyer; delegate to Democratic State conventions,
1899 and 1912; member State house of representatives;
Member of the Sixty-third and each succeeding
Congress. Died February 4, 1932.

SAMUEL RUTHERFORD, Representative from the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Georgia.—Lawyer; three times
mayor of Forsyth; solicitor of city court; member
of State house of representatives three terms; State

[19]



JAMES B. ASWELL

senator; Member of the Sixty-ninth and each succeed-
ing Congress. Died February 4, 1932.

ALBERT HENRY VESTAL, Representative from the Eighth
Congressional District of Indiana.—School-teacher;
prosecuting attorney of the fiftieth judicial circuit,
1900-1904; elected to the Sixty-fifth and each suc-
ceeding Congress. Died April 1, 1932.

EDWARD MCMATH BEERS, Representative from the Eight-
eenth Congressional District of Pennsylvania.—Bank
director; delegate to the Republican State convention
in 1898; mayor of Mount Union, Pa., 1910-1914;
associate judge of Huntingdon County, 1914-1923;
elected to Sixty-eighth and each succeeding Congress.
Died April 21, 1932.

Mrs. Wingo, a Representative from the State of
Arkansas, standing in front of the Speaker's ros-
trum, placed a memorial rose in a vase as the name
of each deceased Member was read by the Clerk.

Then followed one minute of devotional silence.

Mr. Ross Farrar sang "There Is no Death."

ADDRESS BY HON. SCOTT LEA VITT
Representative from Montana

Mr. SPEAKER: Since that day, little more than a
year ago, when on another occasion we met to pay
affectionate tribute to colleagues of ours who had
answered the roll call of eternity, nineteen others
have arisen from their labors among us and have
gone out, never to return. Just a moment ago
we listened to the calling of their names. Silence,
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and after each the placing of a flower. Our ears
yearned, loath to abandon hope, but no familiar
voice responded. And yet was there, indeed, no
answer? Was not that silence like the quiet of a
starry night, when all the winds are hushed? Was
not that silence like the stillness we have known
alone in the vastness of the mountains or far out
upon the soundless, breathing sea, when the all-
pervading solitude has formed within our souls
those revealing words, "Be still and know that I
am God"?

It is in such silence that we find our faith aris-
ing like the sword of Arthur, out of the morass of
our doubt and ready to our hand.

It is in such silence that we comprehend the rev-
elation of our faith to be truly "the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."

It is in such stillness that our trust is able to
speak to us with a clear voice, and say surely, if
a man die, yet shall he live again.
This memorial service, held in accordance with

a reverent custom, falls in the midst of the bicen-
tennial year especially set apart and dedicated in
the hearts of the American people to the thought
of George Washington. It is fitting then that
we consider the lives and public work of our
departed friends in that illumination.
They whose names we inscribe to-day in the

Nation's pantheon form an illustrious company.
Singly, in their diverse origins and in the varying
degrees of struggle through which they attained
the honor of here serving their people and their

[21]



JAMES B. ASWELL

country, they exemplified all the finest traditions
of America's equality of opportunity. Collec-
tively, in their steadfast devotion to the common
good, in their united purpose to serve the public
welfare without fear and without reproach, they
furnish a reassuring fulfillment of that prayer of
hope expressed by Washington a century and a half
ago, when the stalwart builders of the Republic
who had labored by his side in laying the founda-
tions and in beginning the superstructure, one by
one, laid down their working tools and went to
their eternal rest, and he said:

Thus some of the pillars of the Revolution fall. Others
are mouldering by insensible degrees. May our country
never want props to support the glorious fabric.

Truly, those we commemorate to-day, in the
character of their public service and in the quality
of their manhood, were of that never-ending,
never-failing succession of props, upholding in
glory and in security the destiny of the Republic.

Jefferson said of Washington:

The whole of his character was in its mass perfect, in
nothing bad, in a few things indifferent.

And we may in truth apply those words to these
nineteen. It is not given to me to eulogize them
individually. They stand together in the honor
we would pay them, even as they mingled with us
here. Joined thus are the veteran, who in many
repeated elections received the acclaim and man-
date of his people, and the neophyte, who stood
but for a moment at the threshold and was gone.
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Joined with them all is he who, laying his gavel
down forever, descended from the Speaker's dais
to stand among the rest. All a goodly, devoted
company, which we and the Nation could ill af-
ford to lose when the way was in anywise obscure!
Out of that association, which is the rare privi-

lege and the greatest recompense of our service
here, we learn to mark the true stature of men.

We come thus to realize almost universally that
when the white fire of truly national need blazes

forth, the dross of sectionalism, of petty partisan-

ship, of individual selfishness, is consumed, and
pure gold is found in every character. In that pure
gold we set the jewel of our remembrance.
Said Washington of the reputation of public

men:

The good opinion of honest men, friends of freedom,

and well-wishers of mankind, wherever they may be born

or happen to reside, is the only kind of reputation a wise

man would ever desire.

Of the triumph of principle he said:

In times of turbulence, when the passions are afloat,

calm reason is swallowed up in the extremes to which

measures are attempted to be carried; but when those

subside, and its empire is resumed, the man who acts

from principle, who pursues the path of truth, modera-

tion, and justice, will regain his influence.

Regarding the placing of duty above popularity,

his words were these:

Though I prize as I ought the good opinion of my fel-

low citizens, yet, if I know myself, I would not seek to

retain popularity at the expense of one social duty or

moral virtue.
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Of public duty in crisis limes he said:
The hour is certainly come when party disputes and

dissensions should subside, when every man, especially
those in office, should, with hand and heart, pull the same
way and with their whole strength.

Measure by that yardstick of the immortal
Washington the lives and public service of these
colleagues of ours, who labored here to complete
and preserve the structure of human society which
he founded. Observe how that yardstick empha-
sizes their high stature. And while we have it in
our hands, recalling that never were sound props
more greatly needed to "uphold the glorious
fabric," let us measure ourselves.
So we approach now the final thought. It is not

only that we speak in eulogy of the honored dead.
We thus offer the poor comfort of our sympathy
to those who mourn in those intimate recesses of
the heart into which even the sincerest friendship
can not fully go. Always on such occasions the
thought recurs and is repeated that words, though
winged with all of human sympathy, falter and
fail. But I like, in this hallowed, bicentennial
year of Washington, to think of those who have
ceased to labor here, in this building where he
laid the corner stone, as being still of his devoted
company in the eternal service of our country.
Reason—

Said Washington on an occasion of sorrow—
Reason, religion, and philosophy teach us to submit;

but it is time alone that can ameliorate the pangs of
humanity and soften its woes.

[24]
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And on the thought of time I come finally to a
parable which has to do with the vital part which
such lives and public service as we now honor
must ever have in the welfare of our people. It
is a parable which comes to my mind whenever
I see youth in training for usefulness, and when
I ponder the end of lives devoted to good works.

I stood alone in the presence of the oldest living
thing on all the earth, a towering sequoia tree in
the midst of the California mountains. It was
evening, and the shadows were those of a cathe-
dral. For that tree age was not reckoned by
years, nor only by centuries. Thousands of yearly
cycles had passed over it in sunshine and in storm.
Since it had come into being, the pyramids had
arisen out of vast dreams of glory and the toil of
slaves, and become the sepultures of forgotten
kings. Persia, Babylon, and Greece had known
glory and decay. The eagles of Rome had
screamed at the gates of Jerusalem, and the Son
of Man had died there on the cross that all men
might have eternal life. The epoch of Roman
power had passed like a shadow over the wheat.
The ancient had given way to the medieval. The
medieval had merged into that more modern day
when a bold, inspired adventurer breasted un-
known oceans and found a new world in which
that great tree, already grown immeasurably old,
arose in silence and majesty, still hidden on a
distant and undiscovered coast.
Yet the giant sequoia lived on, and in its later

years the day came when it, symbol of eternity
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as it was, became embraced in the outstretched
boundaries of the youngest of great nations,
founded upon principles of justice and liberty
even more eternal.
No other tree than the sequoia has more than a

brief fraction of such a span of life. For ordinary
trees a century or less brings the disintegration
age. Their very sap comes to be the conveyer of
disease. Fungus and rot attack them, and the
winds lay them low. But overpassing them all,
spanning the death of countless generations of
lesser trees, that great sequoia has stood secure.
Lightning could scar but never overthrow. Fire
could but leave the mark of its passing, but not
destroy.
So I sought the secret of its deathless age, and I

recalled that in the place of such sap as flows in
the veins of common trees the everlasting sequoia
contains within itself an essence of such power
that it is its own preservative.

It is so with our Republic. The wisdom of its
founders; the justice of its institutions; the devo-
tion of its people, young and old; the divinity of
its purpose; and, not least of all, the service, the
character, the guiding example of such public men
as these nineteen of hallowed memory—all these
constitute that essence of preservation which, in
the providence of God, shall forever flow in the
living veins of our beloved country.
So we bid our colleagues who have gone on

before us, farewell—in sorrow but with uplifted
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hearts. We mourn with their loved ones; and in
bereavement we recall that, while all men must
meet death somewhere on the way, these our col-
leagues were privileged to meet it on the open
road, in the day of their service, with their honors
full upon them. Generous, true friends every one,
and very gallant gentlemen, who at the last were
able to join voices with that other valiant spirit
who sang:

Under the wide and starry sky,
Dig the grave and let me lie.
Glad did I live and gladly die
And I laid me down with a will.

This be the verse you grave for me:
Here he lies where he longed to be;
Home is the sailor, home from the sea,
And the hunter home from the hill.

Mr. Leonard Davis sang "Farewell."

ADDRESS BY HON. WILLIAM B. BANKHEAD
Representative from Alabama

Mr. SPEAKER: Since the selection of the Seventy-
second Congress three Senators and sixteen Rep-
resentatives have been summoned by a very grim
sergeant-at-arms to take their departure for
another forum. We are here to pay our imme-
morial homage to our comrades who have gone
away. Of necessity our eulogy must be composite
and not individual.
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If we were content to accept Cardinal Wolsey's
unhappy lament, this ceremonial might well begin
and end with his words:

This is the state of man: to-day he puts forth
The tender leaves of hopes; to-morrow blossoms,
And bears his blushing honors thick upon him;
The third day comes a frost, a killing frost,
And, when he thinks, good easy man, full surely
His greatness is a-ripening, nips his root,
And then he falls, as I do.

To accept that bitter philosophy as a summary
of life's achievements would make this an hour of
despair—it would have us kneel at an altar devoid
of the solace of assuring sacrament, whereas in its
accepted spiritual significance it is an hour of tri-
umph and reconsecration. We are here to honor
men who honored themselves and the institutions
of the Republic.

It appears to have become the popular fashion
of late for Congress to be the target at which is
aimed the bitter, if not vindictive, shaft of every
calumny—the victim of every comedian's artless
wit, the jibe and jest, indeed, of all that company
of scribes who seem to have forgotten every kindly
word in the vocabulary of praise.
We do not need to appeal to the living to vindi-

cate the type of men who serve in the Congress of
the United States. That this is, and has been, the
training ground for many of our country's im-
mortals is attested by the fact that twenty-five of
the figures in yonder hall of fame are effigies of
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former Members of Congress. We are content
to abide the judgment of posterity on a roll call
of the dead.
Let us for a moment take the measure of these

men. Let us appraise the average background and
environment that nurtured their youth, the ambi-
tions which fired their manhood, the qualities of
heart and mind which in the esteem of their fellow
countrymen made them worthy to take station in
that place where Clay and Calhoun and Webster
and Lincoln had schooled their polemic genius
"in a time remote."
The majority of them no doubt had their origin

in plain places; out of a frugal and wholesome
environment they grew. The common schools, the
modest academies, the State university sheltered
and inspired their younger ambitions to know
more of this vast old world, of its men and
measures, of its political philosophy and social
institutions.
In maturer years the ambition for public service

entered into their dreams, and it was given them
to know that under our benign system of govern-
ment, in the real lottery of life, there are no
marked cards. That neither rank, nor pedigree,
nor prerogative casts its sinister shadow across the
thoroughfare of aspiration, and that the coura-
geous man had a fair chance to cleave his way
through all obstructions. Then the hard appren-
ticeship in the minor honors—the legislature, the
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district attorneyship, responsible business execu-
tive. And yet always out yonder a little farther
away the vision of the National Capitol.
But not quite yet; the preparation is not com-

plete. The hustings is a hard taskmaster; the op-
ponent will be inquisitorial and relentless. What,
ambitious man, do you know of the Federal
Government? How deeply have you acquainted
yourself with the essence and interpretation of its
Constitution? How learned are you in the origin
of party principles and government and the intri-
cacies of their application to existing controversies?
What are the ordered processes of your reasoning
that qualify you to engage in congressional de-
bate? And then the yet more intense application
in the school of practical politics, the formation
of favorable factions, the arduous exactions of the
campaign, and then victory and vindication.

It may be fairly stated then that it is no little
thing to come into this Chamber with the confi-
dence and approval of a great constituency, bear-
ing a commission emblematic of their trust and
their affection. How contemptible the creature
who would deliberately degrade such noble cre-
dentials. How exceptional the number of those
who have been guilty of betrayal.
Thus briefly prefaced in the abstract is the

typical beginning of the service of our brethren,
and we are assembled to-day for appropriate
meditation upon their end.
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In between are the brief or long and patient
years of extended service. Theirs the effort to
see to it that representative and constitutional gov-
ernment for a free people did not succumb, that
equality of opportunity under the law should al-
ways survive; that the restraint of the mighty and
the protection of the weak be a legal fact and not
an academic fiction. Theirs to hold to the ancient
faith of the founders—to preserve the old fidelities
of policy, to revere the precedents honorably es-
tablished—but likewise to pioneer in new fields of
remedy and procedure when the old order grew

archaic and unstable. And there lies one of the

distressing problems of congressional service; to

make decision to abandon an established tenet

of policy honored during the reach of years, but

now found inadequate to meet the evolution of

events and the fickle currents of public opinion.

It is no easy thing to remove "the ancient land-

marks thy fathers have set." And neither is it a

trivial thing to choose a safer outpost than the old

fortress to be abandoned.
Verily these men loved America with an affec-

tion which "hoped, and endured, and was patient."

Theirs was of that same type of devotion which

inspired the noble apostrophe of Richelieu:

All things for France,
Lo! My eternal maxim,
The vital axle of the restless wheels
Which bear me on—

[31]



JAMES B. ASWELL

Fortunately it is not given to us to raise the iron
curtain of the major mystery and see them wher-
ever they are. But we may be permitted to sur-
mise that they yet may make forensic war; that
their disciplined and ingenuous faculties, though
upon far nobler themes, may yet engage in chal-
lenge and reply; or having in that serener sphere
put off the burden of issues joined make penance
for their wasted words in this life below.
How gracious a thing it is that there are no lim-

itations upon the reach or, indeed, the ecstacy of
our imagination in the exploration of the realm
of the spirit.

Accepting such license, is it impossible to con-
ceive that our departed friends have carried to the
elder statesmen late tidings of the state of the
Union?
To Washington that in his bicentennial a grate-

ful Republic of one hundred and twenty-five
million souls pays every human homage to its first
Commander in Chief. To Jefferson that the decla-
ration and the bill of rights, twin children of his
brain, are yet the torch and sanctuary of human
freedom. To Jackson that his "by the eternals "
courage yet fires the hearts of men. To Lincoln
that dissolution of the Republic expired forever
at Appomattox and that his martyrdom ultimately
wrought the healing of the Nation. To Wilson
that his league still lives and, though yet aloof
from us, has held the confidence of the majority
of mankind.

[321



MEMORIAL SERVICES

In the beginning, I said that this should be an
hour of triumph. It is so because it is an hour of
peace. Buried deep in the heart of those com-
memorative roses, for this day at least, are all
ancient grudges, all petty political and partisan
feuds. The cadences of the hymns here sung have
borne away the clamant harshness of all fac-
tional pride. The very softness of the silence
within the Chamber is more eloquent in its subtle
eulogy than are the phrases coined in the frenzy
of debate by the mental ingenuity of men.
There is no occasion in this hour of reverie and

contemplation to wear an armor for defense, or
to lay hold of the lance for attack, or to use our
little measures of intrigue. We lay by the
weapons of warfare and gird on the mantles of
amity and reconciliation.
On this day, surrounded by the generous exalta-

tion of these obsequies, how feeble a fiction is that
space out there called the center aisle. Yesterday
the symbol of separation, to-day it is obliterated
by the actual consciousness that a mere party label
is a miserable device with which to measure the
merits of a man.
Others will pay individual tribute to our de-

parted friends on the printed page of our me-
morial volume. Justification could be found for
singling out the eminent and outstanding public
services of our lamented and beloved Speaker,
Nicholas Longworth; and yet, knowing him as we
did, understanding the democracy of his nature,
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if he could be consulted, he would say, "No; not
that; no word of praise for me that might disparage
the others. We were all yokefellows in a com-
mon service, trying to pull together the burdens
of our office."
There come many disillusionments with this

public life. The way of ambition is not the way of
peace. Real attainments here do not come by the
process of tranquillity and repose. The laborious
route is filled with the hard stones of arduous
labor, grinding details, petty and ofttimes discred-
itable jealousies, and disappointed aspirations.
But out of the welter of such strife and turmoil

there comes to us all the one priceless compensa-
tion of real friendships, mutual confidence and
respect. We held such sentiments toward all
those gentlemen who have gone away. They have
gone on an indefinite leave of absence, "on im-
portant business, the search of an answer to that
question to which all the centuries have given no
response: 'If a man die, shall he live again? ' "
How can we find it in our hearts to believe that

God will break faith with all the sons of men on
the assurance of the words of Genesis:

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living soul.

We may with confidence and assurance accept
the philosophy of a sentence from Ingalls's eulogy
cn Ben Hill, of Georgia:
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Every man's life is the center of a circle. Within its
narrow confines he is potential; beyond he perishes. And
if immortality be a splendid but delusive dream, if the
incompleteness of every human career, even the longest
and most fortunate, be not perfected and supplemented
after its termination here, then he who fears to die should
dread to live, for life would be a tragedy more desolate
and inexplicable than death.

Mr. John Walker, accompanied by the United
States Navy Band Orchestra, rendered a cornet
solo, "Abide with me."

BENEDICTION

The Chaplain, Rev. James Shera Montgomery,
D. D., pronounced the benediction:

And now may grace, mercy, and peace from God
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit abide with us and
keep us always. Amen.
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Mr. SPEAKER: On March 16, 1931, in the tenth
term of his service as Congressman from the eighth
congressional district of Louisiana, at the very
height and zenith of his wonderful public career,
Dr. JAMES BENJAMIN ASWELL, educator, statesman,
orator, passed from mortal into immortal life.
For over eighteen years he had constantly and ac-

tively served his district, his State, and our Nation
in these Congressional Halls. Now that he has
passed into the silence and inaction of the grave, it
is proper that we, the living, should assemble in this
supreme shrine of his public devotion to pay him
and his memory the tribute of our memorials.
Doctor ASWELL was born December 23, 1869, on

a farm in Jackson Parish, La., issue of the marriage
of Benjamin Aswell and Elizabeth A. Lyles. He
was married March 3, 1901, to Miss Ella Foster,
of Shreveport, who survives him, together with
two children, Mrs. James Edward Cantrill, of
Lexington, Ky., and James B. Aswell, jr., writer
and journalist, a resident of New York.
Doctor ASWELL showed in his early youth that

resolute courage and indefatigable energy which en-
abled him to cope with and overcome the difficulties
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of life and which later made him one of the most
outstanding men in the history of Louisiana.
Notwithstanding the poor opportunities afforded

him for elementary education, he worked his way
through school and equipped himself to enter the
George Peabody College for Teachers, from which
he graduated in 1892. He later received the
degrees of A. B. and A. M. from the University
of Nashville and the degree of LL. D. from the
University of Arkansas.
Doctor ASWELL determined at the threshold of

his young manhood to devote his life to the service
of humanity. This high resolve was his constant
incentive and ambition in his long career of public
usefulness. There does not appear in the pages of
Louisiana's history one who has served his State
and its people with greater zeal and in more varied
capacities than Dr. JAMES B. ASWELL.
Beginning his career as a teacher of youth, his

ability as a public educator was speedily recog-
nized, and his thirtieth year found him presiding
over the Ruston Industrial Institute, now the Loui-
siana Polytechnic Institute. After devoting four
years to that institution, he was by public acclaim
drafted to serve as superintendent of education in
Louisiana. So brilliant and successful was his
work in that office that he has been frequently
referred to as the father of the modern public-
school system of Louisiana.
Having built up the Ruston Institute and the

public-school system of his State, he next directed
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his remarkable faculties and tireless energy to
the training of teachers, becoming in 1908 presi-
dent of the State Normal College, located at
Natchitoches, La.
During these years of service in various capaci-

ties in the cause of education and his interest in
public affairs generally had so broadened and his
ability as a public speaker had become so recog-
nized that again popular demand drafted him to
another and larger field of service, and he was
elected in 1912 to serve in the Halls of our National
Congress. The most conclusive evidence, perhaps,
of his ability as a statesman and the popular esteem
in which he was held lies in the fact that from 1913
to the time of his death he remained constantly in
Congress as the idolized Representative of the
people of his district.
Time will not permit me, Mr. Speaker, to even

chronicle the items of his varied and multitudinous
activities in the legislative councils of our Nation.
Every Congressional Record from the Sixty-third
Congress in 1913 to the Seventy-second Congress in
1931 is replete with the evidences of the broad
statesmanship, the brilliant oratory, and the con-
vincing logic of the Representative from Louisi-
ana's eighth district. The United States veterans'
hospital at Alexandria, La.; Federal buildings,
national forest reserves, fish hatcheries, Federal
flood control stand as monuments of his service to
the people of his district; and his strenuous battles
upon the floor of the House of Representatives
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for farm relief and national drought relief attest
his vigorous and successful efforts in matters of
national import.
Doctor ASWELL died, as he had lived, in the

enjoyment of the unstinted admiration, confidence,
and affection of the people of his district and State
and of his colleagues and coworkers in our Na-
tional Capital, from the President of our Nation
to the humblest clerk in its executive departments.

His high and useful service to his country will long
endear him in the public memory.

This is the spontaneous and deserved tribute that
fell from the lips of the present occupant of the
White House upon the announcement of Doctor
ASWELL'S death.
In this commemoration of the life and service

of our departed colleague we should be lacking in
proper sentiment if our thoughts did not revert to
those bound to him by the ties of nature and the
fond associations of home and family, to the loving
wife and devoted son and daughter, who "yearn
for the touch of a vanished hand and sound of a
voice that is still." We can not at this hour offer
them a sweeter, dearer consolation than that which
springs from a firm faith in the immortality of the
soul and the divine assurance of an eternal union
beyond the grave. And, apart from the assurance
vouchsafed to humanity from on high, it may be
truly said that, when death comes, the most
consoling and the strongest conviction of the
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immortality of the soul and an eternal reunion is
the immortality of love, which embraces faith and
hope alike, which stands for the brotherhood of
man and the fatherhood of God, and binds all
humanity to the throne of the eternal loving
Father.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Regardless of the paths along
which we are destined to make life's journey, we
are certain to experience moments of joy and sor-
row. Joys that inspire us to carry on with renewed
effort in our undertakings and sorrows that cause
us to reflect and to become disheartened.
Mr. Speaker, this day has been set aside and ded-

icated as memorial day, in order that we may pay
tribute to the memory of those colleagues who
departed this life during the past year. I bowed
my head in sorrow and reflection as I listened to
the names of those men whose presence so short
a while ago graced this Chamber in the discharge
of their public duties and whom the Father of all
time has removed from our midst. Although their
voices are silenced and they mingle no more with
us in the body, the inspiration of their life's work
still carries on.
Mr. Speaker, in this list of the illustrious de-

parted is the name of one of Louisiana's distin-
guished sons, JAMES B. ASWELL, a man who devoted
his entire life to the uplift of his fellow men; a man
who was repeatedly honored by the citizens of his
State and whom Louisiana in 1913 sent to this
august body, where he served continuously until
the time of his death. He was the dean of our dele-
gation, by which he was held in high regard. He
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served fearlessly, faithfully, and capably not only
the people of his State but of the entire Nation.
His energy and ability were of great assistance to
this country in solving many of the problems that
arose during the period of the last war. After the
war he continued as an indefatigable worker for
the restoration of normalcy in the Nation. He was
the farmers' friend and gave much of his time to
the solution of agricultural problems. He was
engaged in the last-named work, which was nearest
his heart, when he was taken from us. His public
service was an honor to his State and a credit to
himself. He was a devoted son, a loving husband,
and an affectionate father. He was a tried and true
friend. To know him was to love him.

Whatever vales we yet may wander,
What sorrow come, what tempest blow,

We have a friend, a friend out yonder,
To greet us when we have to go—
Out yonder some one that we know.
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Mr. SPEAKER: It is with a deep feeling of sorrow
and a keen sense of regret that I endeavor to pay a
tribute of admiration and respect to the memory
of my colleague and friend, the Hon. JAMES B.
ASWELL. I am overwhelmed with sorrow because I
have lost a warm personal friend, and I regret that
Louisiana is deprived of one who was always de-
voted to the interests of his State and his people.
His record in the House of Representatives shall
always live as an eternal monument to his mem-
ory. He possessed a brilliant intellect, a magnetic
personality; handsome and of striking personal ap-
pearance, fluent and forceful in speech, invincible
in debate, and courageous in his convictions, he
combined all of the elements of a legislator capable
of leaving his imprint upon this historic body.
He had the broad culture necessary for the com-

prehensive grasp of high principles, a keenness of
intellect that enabled him to reach proper con-
clusions, and the conscience to demand that the
principles in which he believed be applied to
administration. He fought for the public weal,
even though his actions were in conflict with his
personal welfare. He was a strong, patriotic citi-
zen. His actions were guided and directed by his
loyalty and his earnest desire to serve well his
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country and State. One of his outstanding charac-
teristics was his devotion to duty. I know of no
public man of our day who served so zealously and
more willingly for his constituents. He sacrificed
his very life to carry out their expressed wish.
In the passing of my friend Louisiana has lost a

great citizen and our Nation has lost a patriotic
statesman. He was elected to serve his people; he
performed his duties admirably; he did his work
nobly; and it is with profound sorrow that we of
the Louisiana delegation mourn his untimely death.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Our deceased colleague JAMES B.
AS WELL, whose memory we honor to-day, was
born in Jackson Parish, La., December 23, 1869.
He was the son of Benjamin W. and Elizabeth
Lyles Aswell.
The father, an honorable and patriotic citizen,

was a soldier in the Confederate States Army; his
mother, the charming director of a simple home,
still the foundation and hope of genuine progress
and advancement of the human race.
His first educational training was in the country

public schools of his home community and State.
After a college course at Arcadia, La., he was
awarded a scholarship to the George Peabody
College for Teachers at Nashville, Tenn., from
which institution he graduated with honor and
distinction. He also received degrees from the
University of Nashville, the University of Arkansas,
and recognition from other noted educational insti-
tutions. On account of such merited and deserved
honors, he was properly termed Doctor ASWELL.
While his life presents an unusual record in

lines of usefulness, the outstanding accomplish-
ments of Doctor ASWELL were as an educator and
a statesman. To become noted as either is an
honor; to advance to leadership in both is a
distinction coming only to a few.
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Whether it be in the one-room country school or
the college, his record as a student is remembered
by his associates. As an instructor or executive
in such institutions, his leadership was gladly
followed by his coworkers.
As president of Louisiana Industrial Institute,

now Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, at Ruston,
La., and president of the Louisiana State Normal
College, at Natchitoches, La., and as superintend-
ent of public education in his native State, he
planned and formulated the basis of the system of
public education by which Louisiana ranks among
the first States of the Union in this important field.
From close and cherished relations with our

departed friend, I would say that if he should be
listening in to-day on this memorial service, he
would prefer that his work and career as an edu-
cator be given first rank in the records of his public
service. And why not? The safety and security
of a democracy rest upon the training and equip-
ment of the youth who must constitute its mature
citizenship and assume all responsibility for its
religious, social, private, and official life.
During his eighteen years in Congress as Repre-

sentative from the eighth congressional district of
Louisiana, Doctor ASWELL established a record of
public service comprising in all respects the highest
qualities of statesmanship.
Complete devotion to and aggressive action for

the promotion and advancement of every problem
and interest affecting his own congressional dis-
trict, his native State, and the Nation at large
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established for him recognized leadership in the
Congress in respect to some of the most important
problems demanding solution by national legisla-
tive action. Due to the length of his previous
service, in the Seventy-first Congress he was
advanced to the position of ranking minority
member of the powerful Committee on Agriculture.
For the emergency farm-relief legislation made

necessary by the unprecedented drought disaster
of 1930, Congressman ASWELL became the leader,
the sponsor, and the author. In September, 1930,
I came to Washington at his request to assist and
cooperate with him. I, therefore, know personally
of his plans of work, the foundation for the results
obtained.
The fact that the world-wide depression, affect-

ing every phase of industry and agriculture, then
unforeseen, has made it necessary to continue
financial assistance to farmers by the Federal
Government, again emphasizes the outstanding
service rendered by JAMES B. ASWELL.

Other instances of leadership could be given.
The people of Louisiana know his record, realize
the immeasurable loss sustained, and join us to-day
in the tributes of honor to his memory.
The untimely passing of our beloved and hon-

ored colleague was due to burdens of overwork.
He had been advised and cautioned of this.
But with determination for service to his people,
unfaltering Christian faith and devotion to his
loved ones, he continued forward and passed
quietly on, still in the battle and on the front line.
What a privilege!
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MONDAY, December 7, 1931.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, it becomes my sad
duty to announce to the House the death of my
colleague, Congressman JAMES B. ASWELL, of Loui-
siana. His passing was a great loss to our State
and the Nation. I offer a resolution and ask that
it be adopted.
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louisiana

offers a resolution, which the Clerk will report.
The Clerk read (H. Res. 20) as follows:

Resolved, That the House has heard with profound
sorrow of the death of Hon. JAMES B. ASWELL, a
Representative from the State of Louisiana.
Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these reso-

lutions to the Senate and transmit a copy thereof to
the family of the deceased.

The resolution was agreed to.
Mr. RAINEY. Mr. Speaker, as a further mark of

respect to our deceased Member, I move that the
House do now adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 2

o'clock and 24 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned
until to-morrow, Tuesday, December 8, 1931, at
12 o'clock noon.
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WEDNESDAY, December 9, 1931.
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Craven, its

principal clerk, announced that the Senate had
passed the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound
sorrow the announcement of the death of Hon. JAMES
B. ASWELL, late a Representative from the State of
Louisiana.

Resolved, That the Secretary communicate these
resolutions to the House of Representatives and
transmit a copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to the
memory of the deceased Representative the Senate do
now adjourn.
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TUESDAY, December 8, 1931.

A message from the House of Representatives,
by Mr. Chaffee, one of its clerks, communicated to
the Senate the intelligence of the death of Hon.
JAMES B. ASWELL, late a Representative from the
State of Louisiana, and transmitted the resolutions
of the House thereon.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair lays before the

Senate the resolutions of the House of Representa-
tives, which will be read.
The Chief Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That the House has heard with profound

sorrow of the death of Hon. JAMES B. ASWELL, a

Representative from the State of Louisiana.
Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolu-

tions to the Senate and transmit a copy thereof to the

family of the deceased.
Resolved, That as a further mark of respect this

House do now adjourn.

Mr. BROUSSARD. Mr. President, I offer the fol-

lowing resolutions and ask for their immediate

consideration.
The resolutions (S. Res. 16) were read, consid-

ered by unanimous consent, and unanimously

agreed to, as follows:

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound

sorrow the announcement of the death of Hon. JAMES

B. ASWELL, late a Representative from the State of

Louisiana.
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Resolved, That the Secretary communicate these
resolutions to the House of Representatives and
transmit a copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Mr. FESS. Mr. President, I offer the resolution
which I send to the desk.
The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows:

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to the
memory of the deceased Representative the Senate do
now adjourn.

The resolution was unanimously agreed to; and
(at 2 o'clock and 50 minutes p. m.) the Senate
adjourned until to-morrow, Wednesday, December
9, 1931, at 12 o'clock meridian.
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